POSC 125: Case study paper guideline

Paper is due in class, Tuesday, May 1

Once you receive an approval of your research proposal, you do research on your cases and write a case study paper on the topic and hypothesis that you specified in the proposal.  Recommended paper length is 4-5 pages (double-spaced, 11-12 fonts).  

Do research

1. Collect basic information of your cases.  What happened, historical backgrounds, major events, casualties, leaders, participants, etc.

2. Investigate the two cases focusing on the causes you specified in the hypothesis.

For example, if your hypothesis is: 
Poverty (cause1) + discrimination (cause 2) = genocide
Case 1: The Holocaust
Case 2: Bosnia genocide

First, you look at your first case: the Holocaust.  You examine the economic conditions of the country and what discrimination existed in the society before the genocide happened.  Analyze how bad the economic conditions/discrimination were and how they caused (or did not cause) the genocide.

During the investigation, if you find the poverty was not really a main cause of the genocide, you take note that way.  Do the same for discrimination (cause 2).

Repeat the same process for your second case, Bosnia, and record findings.

	Then, eventually, you might want to produce a table like this:

	 
	The Holocaust
	Bosnia

	Cause 1   Poverty
	yes/no
	yes/no

	Cause 2   Discrimination
	yes/no
	yes/no




3. Prove or disprove your hypothesis.

Proving/disproving your hypothesis is often not so clear cut.  In some cases, your cause 1 is present in your cases but cause 2 is not.  In this case, your hypothesis is partially proved for cause 1 and you report it in your paper.  

It might also be the case that both causes are present in the first case but not in the second.  In this case, your hypothesis is rejected (disproved) and you report it in your paper.  

It might also be the case that during your case study research, you find new causes that could explain your cases better.  You also report them in your paper.  

Even if your hypothesis is rejected and does not explain your cases, your research is still important for the future scholarship of your topic.  You should report it honestly.

4. Write a case study paper to explain your cases and findings.


Write case study paper

Your paper consists of the following three sections.

1. Introduction (0.5- 1 page)
You start with a brief introduction of your topic, research question, hypothesis, and cases.  Be “reader friendly,” assuming that the readers of your paper do not have any background knowledge of your research topic.  Explain what your study is about in a simple and clear manner and clarify the causal relationship of your hypothesis.

2. Case study (3-4 pages)
This is the main part of the paper.  You explain here the findings of your investigation.  Explain your cases focusing on your causes.  Avoid simple historical narratives.  You explain how your causes produced the outcome (your topic event) for each case.  Submit data or detailed descriptions of relevant events, factors and processes that led to the outcome.  If your causes do not explain your cases, explain why.

3. Conclusion (0.5 - 1 page)
Report major findings, and prove or disprove your hypothesis.  Re-introduce your research question and hypothesis here and what you learned from this research.  Your major task in conclusion is to assess your research rather than simply summarizing your paper.  Toward the end, briefly comment on possible contributions of your study to solve real world problems.


Citations:
You must provide citations whenever you refer to any sources other than your own thoughts.  MLA citation format is recommended but if you prefer APA or the Chicago Manual of Style, they are also OK.  If you are not familiar with MLA citation rules, two PDF files are uploaded in Canvas (Files section, Case Study Paper Guideline folder).

· MLA citation guide
· In-text citation guide

[bookmark: _GoBack]You need both “Works Cited” page at the end of the paper and in-text citations with parentheses.

Paper submission policy:
No email submission is accepted.  Submit a hard copy of your paper on the due date in class.  Late papers will be marked down by one grade for every day late (e.g., 4-day late paper, A  B-).  Your papers must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled!  



Grading criteria: 
· Organization (structure) of the essay
· Coherence, clarity, reasoning, persuasiveness, originality of your arguments
· Objectivity


Consultation:
I recommend you to consult with me whenever you have problems writing a paper or doing research.  You could visit my office hours (T/Thu, 2:00-2:30pm, Comenius 102) or set up appointment.


Suggested websites for research:

CIA World Fact Book
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

Fund for Peace (the fragile state index and country profiles)
http://fundforpeace.org/fsi/

Library of Congress, Country Studies
http://countrystudies.us/

United Nations
http://www.un.org/en/index.html

Human Development Index (socio economic factors)
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries

World Bank http://www.worldbank.org/

Genocide Studies, Yale University
https://gsp.yale.edu/case-studies

International human rights orgs (e.g., Amnesty International, Freedom House, ICC, etc.)

The websites operated by Foreign Ministries/embassies
